Course: Pre-Algebra

Text: McDougal Littell Middle School Math 3

Teacher: Wadas/Sumser

Supplies:

3-Ring Binder     Paper     Folder     Writing Utensil     Textbook     OGT Calculator

Introduction:

This course provides a review of arithmetic operations with an emphasis on application throughout the use of problem solving as well as the basic concepts of algebra.  Students will investigate functions and their graphs, parallel and perpendicular lines, elementary statistics and inverse and identity properties.  They will also use unit multipliers to convert between measurement systems, derive and use formulas for surface area and volume, use scientific notation and write equations of a line.

Course Objectives:

· Students will investigate variables and equations.

· Students will work with and use the properties of integers.
· Students will solve equations and inequalities.
· Students will gain an understanding of factors, fractions, and exponents.
· Students will work with and use the operations of Rational Numbers.
· Students will solve multi-step equations and inequalities.
· Students will study the properties of ratios, proportions, and percents.
· Students will investigate polygons and transformations.
· Students will learn the Pythagorean Theorem and properties of right triangles.
· Students will understand measurement, area, and volume.
· Students will study linear equations and graphs.
· Students will analyze data and calculate probability.
· Students will investigate polynomials and functions.
Course Expectations:

· Students should be on time to class or should have a valid pass with them.

· Students should be in their seats when the bell rings.

· All necessary materials should be brought to class.

· Students will not use profanity or any language that is vulgar or offensive to others in the room.

· Vandalizing anything in the classroom will not be tolerated.

· Absolutely no eating or drinking in class.

· Students are to be polite and respectful to their peers and to teachers.

· Students are expected to work on math when class time is given.  No other course work is to be done.

· Five points will be added to everyone’s test score if everyone takes the test on the appointed day.

· Students will complete assignments on time.  It is expected that all problems be copied and all work shown.

· Students should try their best at all times.

· Hall passes will be issued only for emergency situations.  Students must have their planners in order to receive a pass.

· Sleeping in class is not permitted.  

· Students should act in a manner befitting their age.

· Students are encouraged to write assignments, quiz dates, and test dates in their planners.

· Extra help is available.  Please ask for it when necessary.

Failure to meet any of these expectations will result in a detention to be served from 7:00 a.m. until 7:30 a.m. or removal from the class for the period.

Absences and Make-Up Work:

The school attendance policy will be followed.  Please refer to your student handbook for rules regarding absences and missed work.  It is your responsibility to ask for missed assignments and to complete missed assignments on time.  Students participating in school field trips should arrange make-up work prior to leaving on the trip.

Grading:

· Tests will be worth 100 points unless otherwise noted.

· Quizzes will be given periodically and students will be notified in advance of these quizzes.  The value of each will vary between 10 and 50 points.

· Homework will be checked daily.  It is expected that all assignments will be done on time.  Each assignment will be worth 3 points.

· One homework assignment a week will be graded and worth 10 points.

· All work must be shown on tests, quizzes, and daily assignments in order to receive credit.

· All students are expected to keep their class notes organized in a 3-Ring Binder.

· Binders will be checked once each quarter and worth 25 points.

· Extra credit will be very limited and worth not more than 5 or 10 points.

· The school grading policy will be followed: 97-100 A+

93-96 A

90-92 A-

87-89 B+

83-86 B

80-82 B-

77-79 C+

73-76 C

70-72 C-

67-69 D+

63-66 D

60-62 D-

0-59 F

Extra Help:

Extra help is available before and after school on most days.  Please see teachers for extra help if you feel that you need it.  Do not wait until you are completely lost to get help.  Appointments are not necessary.  However, you may want to check with us before coming in to make sure there is no conflict.  I may be found before school (6:45-7:30) in Room 162.  See me if you have any questions or concerns.

Parents wishing to talk to us may reach us at 779-8785 before or after school.  We may also be reached at our email accounts: jwadas@LEECA.ORG, nsumse@LEECA.ORG.     

This is not meant to be all encompassing.  As the year progresses, there may be a need for additional assignments or modifications.

