History and Politics of Community

SITES
Poverty Unit Project
As part of the discussion of the issue of "Poverty in America," certain U.S. Government and Non-Profit Organization programs have been created as either "Safety nets" for the poor or to ensure public assistance for those who are impoverished.  This assignment focuses on some of these major programs.  In assigned groups, students will research and evaluate the effectiveness of one specific program.  Groups will then present their information and evaluations to the class in a panel format with a question and answer session following the formal presentation.  Student groups are encouraged to use power points, overheads, charts, posters, and other teaching tools that would enhance their presentation.  

The government and NPO programs that will be researched include the following:

TANF (Temporary Assistance to Needy Families)




WIC (Women, Infants, & Children)






HWAP & HEAP (Home Weatherization Assistance Program)
             
Social Security

Head Start






     

Medicare & Medicaid
Ohio Works First
Meals-on-Wheels/Senior Nutrition
Habitat for Humanity

Heifer International

Save the Children

UNICEF

Nothing But Nets

Red Cross International
Each group should research its assigned program and be able to discuss the following:

1.  What is the background/history of the program?  When did it begin?  Who was the leader(s)

     who pushed for its inception?  Was there special legislation passed to define the program's

     mission/purpose?

2.  Who are the targeted beneficiaries of the program?  What rationale was used to design a

     program to assist this particular segment of the American population?

3.  What benefits are available to qualified individuals?  How long do these benefits last?  Are

     there any stipulations that recipients must follow to continue to qualify for these benefits?

     Is there a limitation on the amount of time an individual can qualify for such aid?

4.  Has the program evolved over the years to include new segments of the population or to 

     exclude others?  Has the mission/purpose been adapted and/or changed over the years?

5.  Is this program "successful" in its mission?  How would the group define "success" as it 

     applies to this program?  What is the long term prognosis for the program?  Is it dependent

     on continued government funding, votes by Congress, etc. to stay in existence?  Does it have

     the support of the American public?

6.  What is the group's evaluation of the program?  
At the conclusion of the panel presentation, be prepared to address questions raised by the audience.  

Additionally, each group should prepare a typed single page overview about the program they researched, highlighting the important points that answer the questions above.  This sheet will be used as a summary for other students about each specific program. Turn this in by _____________.
Be sure to prepare a bibliography of the sources used for the report.  This should be submitted with the program overview.

